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His excellency, the Vice President of the Republic of Mauritius, Mr. Raouf Bundhun,

The Financial Secretary, Mr. Ayub Nakhuda,

Her excellency, the Ambassador of Egypt, Mrs. Magda Hosni Nasr and Mr. Nasr,

His excellency, the High Commissioner of Pakistan, Mr. Syed Hasan Javed, 

The Ombudsman, Mr. Soleman Hatteea

The Honorable Ashraf Caunhye,

Honored guests and Embassy staff,

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to our home for Mahgrib prayers and to join us for this Iftaar dinner, marking the end of another day of observance for Muslims during the holy month of Ramadan.  At a recent Iftaar dinner at the White House, President Bush said, “For Muslims in America, and around the world, this holy time is set aside for prayer and fasting. It is also a good time for people of all faiths to reflect on the values we hold common -- love of family, gratitude to God, and a commitment to religious freedom. America is a land of many faiths -- and we honor and welcome and value the Muslim faith. “
As President Bush remarked, "According to the teachings of Islam, Ramadan commemorates the revelation of God's word in the Holy Koran to the prophet Mohammed.  In this season, Muslims come together to remember their dependence on God, and to show charity to their neighbors.  Fasting during Ramadan helps Muslims focus on God's greatness, to grow in virtue, and cultivate compassion toward those who live in poverty and hunger." 

In this solemn season, as Muslims around the world gather together to follow the precepts of their faith, we are all aware of the many places in the world where men and women of religious conviction are not free to practice their beliefs as they desire.  The teachings of Islam decry this as do those of us of other faiths.  We join together this evening in a spirit of fellowship and commitment to freedom.  We remember those around the world who are struggling for freedom and we pray for them.   

Secretary of State Colin Powell, at an Iftaar dinner he hosted, said, “I have learned about Islam as a religion of peace and caring, a religion that teaches values we all share, such as tolerance, justice, and respect for human dignity.  I have learned about Islam as an inspiration to millions of Americans and over a billion souls throughout the world.  I have learned about how Islam's rich civilization and traditions have shaped this country and brought benefits to all mankind.  Most of all, I have learned about Islam as an enduring religion, providing hope and meaning to new generations." 

According to the history of Islam, the story is told that one day Mohammed was sitting alone in the wilderness near Mecca when the Angel Gabriel appeared to him and commanded him to read.  Mohammed responded, "I am not a reader."   The Angel then taught Mohammed some verses from the Koran, which Mohammed memorized.

These revelations continued for 10 days.  Islamic scholars believe that the first revelation occurred on the night of the 27th day of Ramadan, the night called the “Night of Power.”

Tonight, let us all focus on our hope for the future:  a future without intolerance and brutality, a future with promise and security for all.  

I would like now to call on His excellency, the Vice President of the Republic of Mauritius, Mr. Raouf Bundhun, to say a few words.   

Your Excellency ---     

………(Mr. Bundhun’s remarks)………

Thank you for joining us this evening.  
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